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the Muod and Terrible Twelve-’

pole—twisted end wound unlll

they found La Bells Riviere's

In the grest valleys ooursed
by these streams, sottlers
found - fertility and - prosperity.
From Milletsport to the Mason
County line, Albert Gallatin
Jenkins, Conenasmn - elect,
-geotieman farmer, Dey-al-
law, now had both fame and
!nttum in his grasp In’ the 4,400
acres around Greenbottom.
Suddenly the peaceful sum-
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1897, whoee, effects * were felt
mainly in the seaboerd - indus-
trial . centers, névertheless
slowsd the development of west-

ern Virginla. A more direct and

pecsonal threat to the young
Cotigreasman - elect . Jenking
.came’ from a Massachueeits
mén named Eli Thayer, who
himeel{ had just been elected
to the House of Répresenta-
tives. '

Thayer Was A Plamser

Ell Thayer was & planner
with a missionary's zeal. He
wanled to transplant New Eng-
land's workers mechanics,
‘builders and tiMlers of the gml
in-a chain of colonies all the
way to Kansaz, using the colo-
nists as a rullying point against
the peculiar institution of slav-
ery. One of the communities
‘Thayer selected for colonization
was Ceredo, Perhape Thayer
could be labelled the Ohio Val-
ley's first carpetbagges!

In an artidde published by the
New York Herald, Thayer
boldly announced his **Northern
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... Emigrant Ald Society,” capital-

ized at three to four million

" dollars to purchase “waste

and wornout lands of Virginia,”
build factories and schools,
‘bringing peofit to the company
“at least two hundred
thousand emigrants.” The twin

“the rapid development of the
dormant - agricultural, commer-
cial, manufscturing and mineral
vesources of the state” and an
impetus to the cause of free
‘whits labor which might end

slavery in Virginia.

hayer vas th kind of al
who jubt ‘couldn't let go ol an

“The New Esgland firebrand got
Iots " of ‘encouragement from a

~ men_named. Underwood (John'

C.), who had been driven out of
the area by his neighbors be-
csuse he had attended a Re-
convention. -

At

he contracted for four station-
ary steam engines, saw mills, a
grist and flour mill, wood-wock-
ing factory and school and pub-
lic buildings.

Thayer's idea was received
by many Cabell Countians with
an air of suspicion. Among the
community leaders, the plan
was received about the same
way as would a 1961 announce-
ment that Rev. Martin Luther
King planned to set up a trailer
camp in Park Hills as a launch-
ing pad for Freedom Riders.

Congress was not in session
during the summer of 1857, so
angry property holders flocked

results of this project would be - Thayei ‘followers:

~yu  The whole Thayer episode was
v a painful one lo Jenkins. He
~* was _deoply Interested in econo-
.. mic - development ol the area,
. but not. at the peice of what
logialator (and - the' KW alous

meoting waa' caliod o
26, 1887, at the Town :
Gw.ndpun,', TR

motion of Col. Isas¢_Ong, Col.
John Everett was called to the !
chalr and A. J. Keenan was i}
chosen secretary, Although not
a redident of Guyandotte, Jenk-
ins was called on to express his
opinions. “In an eloquent and
maslecly manner,”  according
to the Guyandotte nowspaper,
the Unionist, Jenkina® blistered
the Thayer scheme. Although 4.”‘
the Unionist had editorially de- g
fended Thayer when the Ce- ot
redo Plan was first advanced, '
the newspapec commented that
Jenkins's statement was con-
vincing to all who heard him.
Infuriated, Thayer accused
Jen

Meanwhile, Thayer's abortive:
plans gradudlly went on. tHe:
rocks through .a combination of
local opposition, his own ab-
sence {fom the scene, the dis-’
closure . that John Brown hed
secured arms {rom Thayer for
his Harper's Ferry raid, and the
outbreak of the Civil War il
st -




